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The United States Department of Education has awarded Volusia County
School District a professional development grant, to assist history teachers to teach
substantive American history to their students. The Preserving Our Nation Liberty
Fellowship deepens teachers' comprehension of rich American history through
the use of exciting historical narratives, primary sources, along with the study of
historical events, issues, and contemporary interpretations. The Preserving Our
Nation Liberty Fellowship investigates traditional American history in a systematic,
chronological, and thematic fashion. Fellows will use these methods when teaching,
so students can more fully comprehend this rich American tradition.

Academic partners from leading universities, historical museums, and institutes
show fellows how to prepare lessons as history experts do. Participants learn to
research history, write historical narratives, create substantive lessons, and gener-
ate vivacious, web-based history activities. Educators discover how to write class-
room-appropriate lessons, while making salient connections with earlier historical
precedents, much as Abraham Lincoln and Martin Luther King made these types of
correlations in their own writings. Students will see American history as a continuum,
not as a series of disconnected events.

Volusia County School District has collaborated with historian and educator Dr.
Kevin T. Brady and the American Institute for History Education (AIHE) to direct
the Fellowship. AIHE has created and conducted many history programs throughout
the United States. AIHE has brought together many renowned experts to collaborate
with the Volusia County School District and participating educators.

Volusia County School District and AIHE are teaming with historians and
scholars from prestigious universities to provide educators with premium-level
instruction. Other grant partners include the New Jersey Historical Society, Seton
Hall University, the Civil War Institute, Mount Vernon, Gunston Hall, the Cold War
Museum, and the Foreign Policy Research Institute.

The Classroom Tool Box includes:

1. The Activities section includes 4-5 historical maps, with critical thinking
questions; 4-5 Guided Readings, with critical thinking questions; 3-5 literature
connections, with critical thinking questions; 3-5 dialogues and plays, with critical
thinking questions; and 3 web quests.

2. Assessments, with rubrics, along with interactive quizzes, with answers at the
elementary, middle, and high school levels.

3. Period songs, background articles and sheet music from the unit historical period.
Units also include a modern piece about the historical period.

4. The Gallery section includes 12-21 paintings or photographs from the period,;

15-24 portraits of historical figures from the period; and 15-24 political cartoons
from the period.

5. The Heroes section features 12 heroes in each unit. The heroes’ portraits are
animated and include a brief biography. Each unit includes video discussions with
character actors, bringing to life heroes, such as Ben Franklin, George
Washington, Henry “Box” Brown, Teddy Roosevelt, Emmett Till, etc.

6. In each unit of the “Lessons” section, teachers can download 12 elementary
lessons, 12 middle school lessons, and 12 high school lessons about that particular
unit. Teachers can use a total of over 325 lessons in CICERO. The lessons are
tied directly to the topics of the colloquia and institutes. The lessons all meet state
standards and national standards. Teachers will receive all subsequent updates and
improvements free of charge. All lessons include the Binary Paideia approach to
promote teaching American history as a continuum, not as a series of disconnected
events.

7. A Map section of each unit gives teachers copies of historical maps for their
use in class and in lessons.

8. The PowerPoint section of each unit gives teachers an overview PowerPoint
for classroom use. The overview will include six sections in each unit. The
PowerPoint section also includes two student tutorials, a Binary Paideia
PowerPoint of the period, an interactive keyword flash card game and a
Jeopardy type game for review. Teachers are encouraged to use the PowerPoints
and to modify them according to their own classroom needs.

9. CICERO's Interactive Timeline combines many of the resources available
through CICERO presented in context with other events of the period.






